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2 To the READER, 


W224 Apology was drawn up ſome 
little time before the laſt Prorogation 
of the late Parliament ; though upon ſonis 
Reaſons, forborn to be publiſht, which I 
thought it neceſſary to grve you notice of ; 
leſt finding ſome Paſſages therein adapted to 
that time, you may think them ſomething 
improper , as to the preſent : T ou will not 
find in this any particular notice taken,” of 
any of thoſe many Papers, by their Enemies 
publiſhed abroad to defame them, (except the 
Preamble of their own Subſcri prions) which 
indeed was miduſtriouſly avoided : T bey be- 
ing ſo filled with- ſcurrilous Language, and 
—_— Expreſſions, that they deſerve no' 
What bath: been bere  endeavou- 
Aw 4s to ft matter of FaG# truly (leaw- 
ing you 10 make the Inference) which ] bove 
not willingly falſsied-in any one purticular : 
If any ſuch-ſhomld be, I do declare, it bath 


bin 


| . To the Reader. 

bin throug|inddvententy, and; ut, deſogned- 
ly. The whole is ſubmitted to the cenſure 
of: the  unprejudiced: Perſon,, which being 
fairly and: impartially-conſedered:, together 
with the Circumſtances: attending thoſe ſeve- 
ral. Actions bere diſcourſed of : 1'doubtinot; 
but the-ſuppoſed Monſter, will. not. now ap- 
pear, ſo. black.aud: ugly, as be-hath bin of late. 
depainted: It, is paſſible, That theſe. Papers: 
may meet:with:a\Reply: For I cannot ex- 
pe? rbey will ſatisfie every one: But if ſuch 
betheir fate, If-the ſaid Reply. be managed 
with. Gavdour and Ingenuity, they _ bave 

rom.me. a. fair acknowledgment of my Error, 
a "ee*.2 ; or a fair pron where it 
is: othermayes . Butif it be- filled with ſuch 
ſenrrilons L,angnage, as thoſe Papers. have 
bin, which of late: have bin. expoſed. to the 
Publick: againſs. them : Let the matter be 
what it will,. It ſhall receive no,other An- 
ſwer. from me, than the.reſs\ have done, viz, 
Contempt and: Silence, \ Farewel..... 


N. T. 


Ii I IS El 1 i ct In EC OO _ 


[13 


A Modeſt and Fuſt Apology for , or De- 
fence of the preſent Eaſt-India-Com- 
pany, &C. 


LY, £ HAT great and indefatizable induſtry hath 
bin imployed 2 What Arts and Devices made 
uſe of, to blaſt the Reputation of the preſent 

Eaſt-India-Company, is notoriouſly evident to all, who 

cither give themſelves the trouble of liſtning to thoſe 

Calumnies, dayly inculcatedin all noted Coffee-Houſes 

againſt them , or to the reading of thoſe Prints expoſed 

publickly, and delivered gratis in the ſaid Coffee-Hou- 
ſes, to all ſuch as will but accept them : Wherein the ſaid 

Company are not only ſet forth to be Bankrupts as to 

their preſent Condition , but repreſented as vile and 

odious as Malice it ſelf can invent, or a Pen dipt in the 
very gall of Aſps can depaint ſo that it may juſtly ſeem 
neceſlary, that at this time a juſt and modeſt Vindica- 
tion of them, and their preſent Condition from the ſaid 

Aſpertions ſhould be publiſhed 3 and the rather ſince 

their Enemies have endeavoured of Jate to impoſe, not 

only upon the unthinkingVulgar,but upon the Members 
of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, by putting Pa- 
pers intotheir hands; wherein beſides the ſcurrility of the 

Language ſutable to the Authors, there are many thipgs 

notoriouſly untrue 3 nay they have preſumed fo far up- 

onthe whole Body. of the Legiſlative Power of the Na- 
tion, King, Lords and Commons, as to declare to them, 
B 1n 


Cy 

in the preamble to their vew Subſcriptions, by them now 
Printed and Publiſhed, the very terms of an AQ of 
Parliamerit to be by them paſſed, without which, their 
Subſcriptions are ipſo fafo void, and no wayes obliging, 
and withal are become fo confident, as to-publiſh to the 
World their Afurance, that an: At ſhall paſs in ſach 
terms, as they have there preſcribed, which withal ſub- 
mſhon isleft to a juſt cenſure. 

It :s now confeſitd almoſt by all, everr the very Ene- 
mies of the preſent Company , That the- Eaſe-India 
Trade is of a great National advantage ; That for 
the making of it more advantagious, it muſt he car- 
ried on in a Joynt Stock : That that Stock muſ\ be in a 
Company excluſive to all Interlopers : That a Joynt 
Stock and InterJopers, are thingsinconlaſtent : That ſuch 
a Company muſt neceſlarily be inveſted with Powers 
ſufhcient to govern their reſpeCtive Reſidences abroad, 
and carry on their Trade ; So that theſe things being 
{afficiently evident to common ſenſe, and now by almoſt 
all in general acknowledged, it will. be needleſs to bring 
any Arguments for the proof of them ; by which means 
the buſineſs of this preſent Paper will be much contra- 
ted, and- applyed only to undeceive rhe World, in 
ſome of thoſe Calumnies, by which the Enemies of the 
preſent Company have endeavoured to blacken them, 
and render them moſt obnoxious to the Publick ; Where- 
11 [ ſhall be.as conciſe as polable I can, without ſo much 
as in the leaſt taking notice in particular of that ſcurri- 
lous Language and opprobious Expreſſions, they are 

- pleaſed ta caſt upon them. 

The firſt Objedion then that prefents it ſelf to-Confi- 
deration, and which. hath created: them ſo many Ene- 
mes, 1s, Thar the faid Company. have at ſeveral times 
given diſturbance to thoſe Perſons, who traded into the 


places of their Priviledge, and were not free of the 
faid 


C3] 
aid Company, and are therefore tiled Interlopers, and 
that, by RRopping their Ships and Goods, and by other 
ways and means to the hindrance of their Trade, 

© this it is anſwered, That the Premiſes before laid 
down fairly conſidered, and which are now in a man- 
ner univerſally acknowledged, viz. That the Trade of 
India to render -it Nationally advantagious, muſt be 
carryed on ina Joynt Stock 3 That the faid Tradein this 
Nation hath been ſo carried on all along in a Joynt 
Stock, excluſive to all others not free of the ſaid Com- 
pany,by vertue of, and under the Power of the Char- 
ters of the ſeveral Princes of this Realm , ever (ince the 
Trade was firſt eſtabliſhed 5 That a Joynt Stock and In- 
terloping are wholly inconfiſtentz And that the preſent 
Company had the ſame Trade wholly and entirely gran- 
ted to them _ with their Predeceflors , from the 
lawful and undoubted Soveraigns of this Realm : I fay 
theſe things fairly and impartially conſidered, It will ap- 
pear no more injuſtice in this preſent Company, to 
put all ſtops and Inconveniences they could upon all 
Perſons not free of the ſaid Company, attempting to 
break in upon them, by trading into the parts of their 
Priviledge ſo granted to them as aforeſaid, than it would 
be in a private Perſon to defend himſelf from the at- 
tempts of thoſe, who would wrong him in his Perſon or 
Eſtate, and by force endeavour to wreſt him out of the 
Pofleſtion of his Freehold : Nay it may truly and ra- 
tionally be affirmed, That had not the Managers of the 
faid Stock exerted all the Powers granted them in their 
Charters, tothe keeping out of all unfree Perſons from 
breakinginto their Trade, they had been unfaithful to 
the Truft repoſed in them by the Generality , and Be- 
trayers of the Intereſt both of themſclves, and of the 
Nation. For whatever Company for the future may or 
ſhall 'be cftabliſhed (if the Wifdom of the Nation (hall 
B 2 think 
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think fit to make any Alteratign,) unleſs they have Po- 
wers granted, and Liberty as occaſion ſhall offer to ex- 
ert them, to keep out Interlopers, and ſecurethe Trade 
intirely to the Joynt Stock , they can never preſerve 
that Trade to themſelves or the Nation. And fince it 
is now almoſt generally confefled, and is moſt certainly 
true, That if the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall think fit 
to eſtabliſh this or any other Company by AG of Par- 
hament , If they will inable them to carry an the ſaid 
Trade to a National advantage, they muſt grant them 
the ſame, if not an increaſe of that Power which the 
preſent Ezſt-India-Company -have granted to them by 
their Charter, Wherein then is the great Crime which 
the preſent Company is guilty off 2 And hath created 
them ſo many bitter and. implacable Enemies # In ſtop- 
ping Interlopers Ships, and giving them what diſtur- 
bance they could in their Trade, fince either there muſt 
be no Company and Joynt Stock, or_all Interlopirg 
muſt be excluded 2 All Mankind being agreed, that both 
can't conſiſt at the ſame time. 

To this I preſume it will-be anſwer'd, Fhat the thing 
in it ſelf, for a Company eſtabliſht in a Joynt Stock to 
obſtrut all others, may not be criminal , becauſe ne- 
ceſlary and- rational : But that this preſent Company 
have either exceeded the Powers granted to- them in 
their Charters,Or if they have not exceeded them, Their 
Charters themſelves are not agreeable to Law, and fo 
they are criminal in afting by an unlawful Power, I 
ſhall therefore now fairly confider, how far the preſent 
Company is criminal in either oftheſe two reſpetts. 


' For the firſt of theſe, That the preſent Company have 
excecded'the Powers granted-to them: by their Char- 
ters, It is wholly denyed by them, That they have at 
any time exceeded the Powers given. them therein, by 

any 
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any of their» Ations:here at home, Or by any Orders 
given by therh to, rthei? Servants abroad. And this being 
matter of fa&, muſt'yeſt upon the proof of the Com- 
plainantsz and that being to be in particulars, as is al- 
wayes in-caſes ofmatter of fact ; The charge will then 
appear, either to.be true or falſe , when the matter of 
the Complaint being firſt fully proved, and the Powers 
granted to the faid Company, being likewiſe fully ex- 
amined, and both compared together, Then fay ic will 
be clearly ſeen, and not before, Whether the preſent 
Company have exceeded the Powers therein granted, 
which is the firſt ObjeQion. Burt it being the bulineſs of 
this Apology to be as conciſe as may be, there is no 
room left to enter upon Particulars ; Only by the way it 
may ſeem to incline any rational Man to believe , that 
they themſelves are very doubtful of the Truth of it, 
when upon their Complaints which they make ſo much 
noiſe about, they fly to other places for Remedies, and 
not to the Courts of Judicature , which are alwayes 
open to receive all juſt Complaints, and the Company 
as lyable tobe faed m thoſe Courts, as any private Per- 
ſon, But if it hould be granted , that the Companies 
Agents abroad may have 1n ſome particular Caſes varied 
from, or exceeded their Inſtruftions from: hence, and: ' 
thereby ſome particular Perſons have been agrieved, 
Are the Company here therefore guilty of thoſe Excee- 
dings ? Eſpecially ſince it hath been their canſtans pra- 
Ctice, that if any Perſons come from thenee,. who find 
themſelves agrieved by ſuch irregular Proceedings made 
in 1dia', upon their Complaint made to the Company 
here, They do order the ſaid matter ta be re-examined,, 
and heard by:ſomeof their -Miembers here, and if their 
Complaints be juſt, never fail to give the injured Per» 
ſon ſatisfattion 3 as may be mſtanced in many particu- 
hars : And. it is irrational. to affirm, that. any. Perſon = 
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be rendred Criminal by the Tranſaftions of tis Agents 
abroad, wnkeG 'done upon this Grderyz for though in 
ſome particular Cafes, as they may: be ciroumſtantipred, 
he may be lyable to make ſatisadionfor Injuries done by 
| his Agent abroad ; yet Criminal no Man canever be faid 
to be, but from Adrons doneby himitlf; or by hg Ocder. 

To this iitmay be beheved, Divers Perſons will reply, 
What ! .Is it denyed, that the Gompany have exceeded 
the Powers granted them in their Charters * How com- 
eth it then topaſs, That the Right Honourable the Houſe 
of 'Commons have. declared that their Proceedings at 
St. Helena were illegal ? &c. For anfwer to which, It muſt 
firſt be declared, That it is not the:bofineſsof this Paper, 
nor the intention of the Author of it, to difpute, much 
leſs to determine the legality, or illegality of their Char- 
terin general, or any ſeparate Chanfes of it in particu- 
lar : That being premiſed, this is'certain, that they had 
Martial Law granted them in their "Charter, and as cer- 
tain that their Predeceſlors had from time to time ſeve- 
ral Commiſſions of that Nature, particularly in the 
Reigns of Queen</zzabeth and King Faxes the Firſt 5!the 
Originals of 'which lye yer:-by them: That they had #n 
that very affair the . particular Commiſhon and Orders 
from His then Majeſty 3 ſo that in that affair , how cul- 
pable ſoever to ſome theyimayfeerp to be , It was their 
Charter which had ance - been. judicially» afficmed in 
Weſt minſter-Hall, warramed by a particular Commiſion 
from'their-then Soveraign asto that affair, that led chem 
into the Error 5 Nor did, nor well could they knoiy, 
nantil the Houſe of _— had —_— ; _ ſuch 
-proceedings were illegal; fince their (preſent Charter, 
wnd/the ehon Kings wb Commithon, .and the Cq- 
ftoms und 'Utfapes of rheirPredeceſiors, ſiufficiencly-at- 
reſted by ſeveral Origmal'Commiſtions of -Martial Law 
tying by thetn, {cemed to warrant them: So that though 
” their 
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their proceedings: thareia ſhould not be fſtriftly: juſtifia- 
ble; yet axe they fairly excufable, becauſe led: into the 
Error ignorantlys And that upon ſuch grounds as are be- 
fore mentioned 5 and they being Merchants, and not 
Lawyers, the legality of it, was by them not eaſily to 
be diſcerned. And this fairly bringeth me te the Conſ- 
deration of the, next partiesJar in this Objection, which 
is, To conſider how far this Company can be accounted 
Criminals, by Adtingunder the Powers of their preſent 
Charters, which ſome are pleaſed to affirm are not le- 
gal, becauſe not made, or confirmed by At of Parlia- 
ment. 

And here as before, Re it far from me to diſpute, much 
leſs determine the Legality or lllegality of their Charters 
in general, or any branches of it in particular z that be- 
ing a point beyond the intentions of this Diſcourſe, and 
no ways as is conceived, .fit to be handled by a private 
Perſon, But how this preſent Eaſt-Indiz-Company, over. 
and above all Companies whatſoever,([hould beeſteemed 
Criminal, by ating by the ſame Powers, and under the 
ſame Authority that all other Companies do, (One on- 
ly,which is the Rx{ſza Company being excepted ) is wor- 
thy conſideration. It is well known, that upen the firſt 
Eſtabliſhment of the Eaft-[ndia Trade in this Nation, 
the Adventurers were eſtabliſhed in a Company with a 
Joynt Stock by Queen Elizabeth, as by her Letters Pa- 
tents, in the Forty Third Year of her Reign /appeareth ; 
That during the remainder of that Reign, they traded 
as a Company, - exclufive to all ethers without intercup- 
tion, under the Powers granted to. them by the ſaid 
Charter. That by King Jaws the firlt their Charter 
was again renewed, and they continued in the Enjoy- 
ment of their Trade excluſive to lnterlapers, by vertue 
of the ſame Powers during His Reign, and. that. of King 
Charles the firſt, True it is, That in the time of the late 
Ulurpation, 
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Uſurpation ,' more particularly, from the year One 
Thoufand Six Hundred Fifty Three, *to the year One 
Thouſand Six Hundred Fifty Seven 3 they were inva- 
ded in their Trade by Interlopers, ſo that in a manner 
the whole Trade was carryed on by private hands, and 
\by that means the Trade of I2dia was brought to that 
'miſcrable paſs, as it became ſo far from being an advan- 
tageous Trade,that to the knowledge and experience of 
many yet living, it proved the contrary z And while 
our Neighbours the Dutch managed the ſame Trade in 
a Company and Joynt Stock to their great advantage, 
The Emgliſh by a general permiſſion to all Perſons to 
trade thither , drove on their Trade to a conſiderable 
los, beſides many indignities, affronts , and injuries , 
which were by ſeveral Princes in Indja where they 
traded put upon them 3 even to the forcing them to 
ſell their tk oy and to take others at ſuch Rates, and 
Price as they pleaſed 3 which could not have been put 
upon a Company in a Joynt Stock - This made the then 
Traders thither (though originally Interlopers them - 
ſelves) to apply to the Uſurper Oliver for the EreQting a 
New Eaſt-India Company, as He did in the Year 1657 ; 
and during his time, they enjoyed their Trade, exceſs 
to all Interlopers. Upon the happy Reſtauration of His 
late Majeſty, King Charles the Second, The Company 
applyed themſelves to Him, for the renewal of their 
Charter, and had-it granted to them accordingly 3 And 
under the Powers thereof, enjoyed the Trade to them- 
ſelves in all peaceable manner both here and in [ndia, 
excluſive to all Interlopers, until about the Year 1680 ; 
About which time, and in the following Years, the Na- 
tion being then in a ferment, they were broke in upon 
- by Interlopers, their now inveterate Enemies : The fa- 

tal conſequence of which, im relation to the Intereſt - 
the 
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the Nation, will be more particularly conſidered, when 

| come to diſcourſe of the Origine of the War in 
dia, Ee 0 
Their Trade being as above broke in upon by Inter- 
lopers, They did as in reaſon they ought, addreſs them- 
ſelves to their then Soveraign, the late King Charles the 
Second, for farther Powers to obviate thoſe inconveni- ' 
ences,who being fully convineed of the neceſſity of them, 
in order to the preſerving that Trade to the Nation, 
granted them accordingly, which were afterwards again 
renewed, and confirmed by the late King James the 

Second. n 

This being then the true ſtate of matter of Fa, as 
to the carrying on of the Trade in Indiz , ever ſince it 
was eſtabliſhed in Srglerd, it is fairly left to the Impar- 
tial Judgment of all indifferent and unprejudiced Per- 
ſons, to judge, what the preſent Company could or 
ſhould have done, when their Trade was fo broke in 
upon by Interlopers. Should they have broke up them- 
ſelves, and traded as private Perſons ? That had been 
infallibly to have loſt the Trade to the Nation - Should 
they have continued their Trade in a Joynt Stock, and 
permitted all Freedom to the Interlopers? That had 
been as certain to have ruined themſelves firſt, and let 
the Trade be utterly loſt in time - Or, Should they (as 
ſome do alledge ) have got their Charter to have been 
confirmed by AQ of Parliament ? That it mult be con- 
felled, had been as.happy for them, as it was earneſtly 
deſired by them - But thoſe who ſhall ſeriouſly conſider, 
the temper of the Princes of the two laſt Reigns', how 
tender they were upon all the points of their Preroga- 
tive, muſt withal acknowledge, that ſach an attempt in 
them, would have been to have attempted that, which 
was next door to an impoſſibility. Should they have 
firſt addreſſed themſelves to the King for ſuch an = of 
C N- 
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Confirmation, they would haye been rejected with in- 
dignation, ſcorn and contempt; as calling in queltion 
the validity of that Power derived from their Preroga- 
tivez by which they had enjoyed the Trade all along 
fince its firſt eſtabliſhment : Should they have petitioned 
_ the Parliament that then was, for an A to eſtabliſh it 2 

For that being to paſs the Royal Afﬀent, would in all 
Mens Judgment (ſhould ſach an A& have paſſed both 
Houſes ) have been there rejected, and either of the late 
Kings ſo far exaſperated _ the Company by an 
attempt of that Nature, in diminution of their Preroga- 
tive, that the leaſt which could haye been expetted, had 
been a 2»o Warranto upon their backs, to an utter diflo- 
lation of them ; So that upon the whole matter, the pre- 
ſent Company were put upon this Dilemma, either to 
relinguiſh the Trade to the Interlopers , and trade as 
private Perſons, which. had been as-before hinted to 
ruine themſelves firſt , and loſe the Trade to the Na- 
tion'in time : Or to continue the Trade in a Joynt Stock 
excluſive to Interlopers, upon and under the fame Po- 
wers they then had; asthat Frade had beencarryed on, 
_ everſfince its firſt eſtabliſhment 5 Which they doing, How 

can-it reaſonably be fixed. upon them, that they were 
therefore Criminal, or any wayes deſerve thoſe black 
aſperſions which are now caſt upon them for ſo doing ? 
hich is all ſhall be ſaid to this laſt part of the firſt Ob- 
jeQion : That they had a&ted upon the Powers in their 
Charter 3 which as ſome are pleaſed to ſay , are not le- 
ga), as not confirmed by ACt of Parliament. | 


The next Objeftion againſt the preſent Company, by 
which they . are endeavoured to be rendred' vile and 
odious, is, that they are in a. Bankrupt Condition 5 An 
Imaginary Fund, a Nominal Stock , not having ary 
Eſtate or real Stock : And to fornfte this Calumny, they 

| Ve 
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have been pleaſed to take the-pains, to draw up the 
forth of an account , wherein belides vaſt Sums left in 
Blank, They have therein made the preſent Gompany to 
be 900000 /. worſe than nothing : A moſt excellent at- 
tempt | andſatable it is confeſſed to the confidence of the. . 
Undertaker. To enter upon the examination of any of 
the particulars therein contained, would ſeem as ridi- 
culous, as their attempt of expoſing them: Since no 
Man that underſtands any Dealing in the World , but 
ungerſtandeth withal, that at that rate,'it is an eaſie 
matter, to make any, either Community , or Private 
Perſons Bankrupt at their pleaſure. Sufficient it is, that 
the preſent Company are not only willing, but able to 
pay their own juſt Debts, without being liable to ſatisfie 
the capricious Demands of every idle Brain : Nor can 
any one be ſaid to be in a Bankrupt Condition, who 
neither hideth his Head, nor refuſeth Payments of' his 
Juſt Debts when due 3 neither of which is done by the 
preſent Company. How far their Enemies have prevailed 
to render them (if poſtible) what they would fain have 
them., and- give them, out to be ; may appear, by the 
Companies having been required to give a. true ſtate of 
their Stock, by delivering 1n a perfect Account of their 
Moneys, Goods, and Debrs both here and in [ndis, as 
they now ſtand in their Books : A thing juſtly queſtio- 
nable, Whether ever before demanded, of either private 
Perſon, or Commonalty ; Since expoſing themſelves 
and their whole concern to fo publick a view, muſtcer- 
tainly have broke them, had. they not had a valuable 
and real Stock to have ſubſilted upon : Notwithſtanding 
which, the Company did humbly ſubmit to that Com- 
mand, and in Obedience to it , did preſeat to the Ho- 
nourable Committce of Parliament, a Faithful, Juſt and 
True account of, the ſame, and perfett fo far as their 
Books did enable them : And to make their candidne(ſs 
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| therein appear,For the Juſtification of the ſaid Accompe, 


did humbly ſubmit the inſpeQion of their Books, in or- 
der to the Valuation of their Stock, to ſuch Committee 
as the Honourable the Houſe of Commons ſhould ap- 


. point, and their laſt Advices from I»dia to the Honou- 
'rable the Chairman of the ſaid Committee, or to ſuch 
two or three of them,as the Committee ſhould appoint ;_ 


not thinking it reeſonable, that their whole concerns 
ſhould be expoſed to the publick view, whereby their 
inveterate Enemies would likewiſe have come to the 
knowledge of them. And that not without reaſon, ſince 
a Copy of that very individual Account, which was by 
the Company preſented' to the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons, was immediately by fome of their Adverfaries 
ſent into Holland, for them to make ſuch advantages of 
It, to the prejudice of the Company, as they ſhould 
think fit 5 as may appear by a Tranſcript of it, return'd 
to ſome Fews here, with a deſire to be inform'd by them, 
Whether that Tranſcript agreed with the Account de- 
vered in by the Company. So-that what uſes a would 
have made of ſuch an advantage, is eafily judged by 
thoſe who: ſhall conſider what they have done withour. 
it, But to cloſe this SubjeQ,which is ſo apparent a Calum-. 
ny, that it may rationally be ſuppoſed, they themſelves 
do not believe, what they do ſo induſtriouſly infinuate 
iato the belief of others. For whenever was any Man. 
envied that was worfe than nothing ? Or to what. pur- 
poſe is thediſfolution of the preſent Company fo ear- 
neſtly defired by them, if they are worſe than nothing, 
and are not able to carry on their Trade ; For if that be. 
true, they will quickly diſſolve in courſe, nor will their 


Credit be able long to ſupport them, without there be a: | 


neal and ſubſtantial Stock left to found it upon 3 That 
having been as much blaſted, as the Wit. or Malice of, 
Men-could invent. Divers. other. publick Funds have 


 failed,, 
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failed, The Exchequer that hath been ſtopped , The 
Chamber of London that hath not been able to comply ; 
The moſt noted Bankers have turned Bankrupt,and ſome 
other Companies there are, which ſhall be here nameleſs, 
whoſe Debts are now of a long ſtanding , and are not 
yet ſatisfied : But whereis the. Perſon that ever lent Mo- 
nies to this Caſt-India-Company, which have not been 
ſatisfied both their Prencipal and Ixtereſt ? their greateſt 
Enemies cannot inſtance in any one ſingle Perſon. And 
ſhall thoſe who have fo faithfully and readily complyed 
with all their Engagements, be now upon the bare affir- 
mation of their Enemies eſteemed Bankrupt, until they 
are guilty of ſome Action, that may truly render them. 
ſuch 2 No, no! It is not their Poverty, but their ſup- 
poſed Wealth, that hath created them ſo many Enemies, 
amongſt which (more ungrateful they) are ſome , who 
have been Servants under them, and have taken the 
Oath of a Freeman , of the ſaid Company, or purely 
raiſed by them. True it is, upon what Stock hath been 
continued there for divers years,. or thoſe Perſons who 
have had the good Fortuneto ſell themſelves out, when: 
the Attions were very high (among(t which are ſome of 
their now greateſt Enemies) Thole it is confeſſed, have 
made conſiderable advantage by it --But as for many, if 
not moſt of the preſent Adventurers, who came in when 
the Stock was fold very high, they will be fo far from 
deſerving Envy , that they will rather deſerve Pity 3 
(among(t which are many Widows and Orphans) in as 
much as they will be moſt certainly great ſufferers by a 
Diſſolution. Notwithſtanding which, the preſent Com-- 
pany. have not preſumed like their Advei faries to di-- 
cate to the LegiſlativePower of the Nation , the very: 
terms of the Act to be by them paſſed + Burt as in Duty 
bound, in their Petition lodgd with the Chairman of: 


the Committee, in order to bez preſented to the Honou-- 
rabe: 
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rable Houſe of Commony,did ſubmit themſelyes and theix 
Concerns to the Juſtice and Wiſdom of the Parliament. 

Another Aſperſion, which is caſt upon the preſent 
Company, and urged by. their Adverſaries, as an Ar- 
gument for their diſſolution, is, That its preſent Conſti- 
ration is not ſufficiently National :. To which is anſwer- 
" ed, That what is free for every Man to core into, can- 
not be ſaid to be limited, It is well known , that by 
the preſent Conſtitution, no Man 1s debarred coming 
into it, either Engliſhman or Stranger : It is likewiſe” 
well known, That there is every day Stock to be bought 
on the Exchange (and that much cheaper, if Truth may 
be the Judge, then it is really worth) ſo that no Man 
but may when he pleaſeth come into the Company, and 
have what ſhare in the Trade he pleaſeth , ſo far as he 
is able to purchaſe. And what greater extent can any 
new Company to be Erected, have than this, where no 
Man is debarred ?' 

But whereas they further Obje& , 

That the preſent Stock is not ſufficient to carry on ſo 
great a Trade, as tlioſe Places comprized within their 
Priviledge will bear. It is anſwered, Suppoſe that to 
be true, which is not granted ; yet that defe&t may be 
ſupplyed' otherwiſe than by a diſſolution, even by an 
enlargement of Stock in a new additional Subſcription, 
to ſuch an increaſe, as the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall 
think fit ; Nor need they fear to graft their new Sub- 
ſcription upon the preſent Stock, notwithſtanding thoſe 
Twelve Reaſons inſtanced in their late ſcurrilous Paper, 
(which had they been penned without ſuch opprobri- 
ous Expreſſions, ſhould have received an Anſwer ; but 
being ſuch as they are, put out got to convince others, 
but to blaſt the Company, they deſerve nbne) Far in 
truth, Whatever the Adverſarics of the preſent Com- 
pany do, or may cxclaim to the contrary, their preſent 
Stock is really worth more, than it was then valued at, 

and 
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and will and 'mwſt appear (6, when Perſons indifferent- 
ty choſen 6ti both fides, ſhall examine it 3 in order to 
the adjuſting of its Valuation, 

But if it be further alledged,that there are many of the 
Conſtitutions of the preſent Company, which render it 
not ſo comprehenſively National, as otherwiſe it might 
be 3 As the great quantity of "the Stock in the hands of 
fome particular Perſons, and confequently the advan- 
tage they may have thereby, by the Number of their 
Votes, as to the management of it. It is anfyered, Not 
to enter upon particulars : Divers of theſe things are 
ſubmitted by them; to the __ of the Wiſdom of 
the Parliament, as appeareth by the Scheme by them 
delivered into the Honourable the Committee of Par- 
liament, at their Command : And this is all ſhall be aid 
as to this Objection. 

Another thing that the Adverſaries of the preſent 
Company do take advantage to calumniate them upon, 
is the preſent War in India, which they endeavour to- 
make the World believe,was entred into them by capri- 
ciouſly, and not enforced rhereunto by the Neceſhty of * 
Afﬀairs z Whereas the contraty is true, that they were 
not only neceffitated thereunto, But that the Occafion of 
that Neceſirty did ariſe from the breaking in of the In- 
terlopers upon them into their Trade (which are now 
the greateſt Exclaimers againſt the War) which break- 
ing in upon them by the laid Interlopers, and thereby 
the dividing of the Ezg/;ÞIntereſt in Indiz, The Compa- 
ny did wiſely foreſee would inevitably occalion , either 
the breach of all the Azrecmrents made by their Prede- 
ceſlors and themſelves, with the great /Hogut, by and 
under which, they -had enjoyed their Trade with all 

peaceablenef and-quictneſs from its firſt Eſtabliſhment, 
tothat times and that thereby they would be enforced 
tamely to ſubmit unto all ſuch [mpoſttions and —_— | 

whic 
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which his Avaritions Officers would at their pleaſure 
Jay upon them, and raiſe out of their Eſtates, 
muſt be at the charge, and run the hazard of a War, to 
oblige the eMoors to make good their former Agree- 
ments and Phirmannds : One of theſe two was certain 
foreſeen, would follow the dividing the Enghſþ Intereſt 
* as above, and accordingly the Company did prepare for 
the worlt : I — which, they did not exer. 


ciſe any Hoſtile At (though they had reaſon enough to 
have begun, having had very great Sums of Money 
extorted from them,) until the s by their barba- 


rous Murder of an Ezgliſhmar,and aſlaulting the reſt at 
Hughly begun the War, and became the Agreſſors, which 
will moſt plainly appear, by giving a true, though ſhort 
Account of the' Orzgine of the War, which was as fol- 
loweth. | | 
It is well known, What a flouriſhing Condition the 
Eaſt-India-Company were in about the Years 1680, 
1681, 1682, 1683. When belides many large Dividents 
to the Adventurers, their ſingle Stock was fold for 360 
«per Cept. to the admiration of Foreigners, and Emula- 
tion of their own Countreymen 3 eſpecially ſome Mer- 
chants, who made not the like advantage in their -par- 
ticular Trades 3 who though they might have come in- 
to the Company, and enjoyed a ſhare of the Trade with 
them 3 «Yet reſolving togo a ſhorter way to work, and 
taking advantage of the great fermentation that was then 
in this Nation, ariſing between ſeveral different Parties, 
and Perſwaſions of Men; they fell to Interlopirg, into 
which, many well-meaning Men, by the Craft of ſome 
Cunning defigning Perſons, (hone in the ſaid Companies 
Service,) and the hopes of finding quicker returns for 
their Stock, by an Interloping Trade, than they could 
do, by coming into the Companies Stock, gave them the 
encouragement. And this proceeded ſo far, as to the 
ſending 
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ſending out for Exſi-India at ſeveral times, very many 
private Ships, with large Stocks, contrary to the Compa- 
nies Charter, and His then Majeſties Proclamation, 
Upon the whole, the Company did addreſs themſelves 

to His then Majeſty, humbly repreſenting unto him the 
Injuſtice of ſuch Proceedings, and the deſtruftive con- 
ſequences to the Company , to whom the ſole Trade 
had been granted by his ſaid Majeſty cxcluſtve to all 
others: By which they had been encouraged to be at 
valt charges in the Eſtabliſhment of it, and were at ve- 
ry great Expences in maintaining Forts and Garriſons to 
defend'it : And withal, did further repreſent to His ſaid 
Majeſty, what evil conſequences ſuch attempts would 
have upon the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, 
by ſuch a diviſion of the Ergliſp Intereſt and Nation in 
India ; icularly, that it would be a means to looſe 
all the £elf Priviledges in India ; That the Native 
Governours of India would oppreſs the Engliſh, ſeein 

them ſo divided, And the French, Dutch,and Danes woul 

make their advantages of ſuch a confuſion amongſt the 
Engliſh: Their Debtors in Indis would negle& to pay 
them their juſt Debts, And above all, All the Wicked 
and Evil diſpoſed Perſons amongſt the Companies Com- 
manders, Factors and Servants, would, that they might 
the better carry on their deſigns of wronging the Com- 
pany, and enriching themſelves, joyn themſclves to the 
faid Interlopers, which if not prevented, would produce 
Rebellion in ſome of the Companies Garriſons in India; 
So that the loſs and expence of a Million of Money, and 
many Czgliſh mens Lives, would not re-eſtate the Ergliſh 
Intercſt in India, in ſo proſperous a condition, as it was 
before the breaking in of the ſaid Interlopers into their 
Trade : All which they humbly ſubmitted to His Maje- 
ſties conſideration, nor were they out in their Conje- 


ures ; For accordingly as they did foreſee, and fore- 
D told 
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rod to His Majeſty , in their repreſentatians to-him, it 
came to paſs 3 For upon the firſt arrival of the Incerlo- 
pers in :diu, They to-procure Abettors to themſelyes, 
and the better to carry on their own Undertakingy , 
corrupted ſome of the Companies old Servants, which 
had lived long abroad 3 gave out many untruths of ghe 
Companyes weak condition in. Cxropez Suggeſted that the 
old Company were fallen under the diſpleaſupe &f the 
King 3 That the Nation was under great diſturbances 3 
That themſelves were the new Company : All which 
untrue reports were ecchoed and improved by the Ene- 
mies of the preſent Company 3 eſpecially, by ſuch af 
their Servants, as by their unfaithful dealings, had ren- 
dred themſelves obnoxious , and conſequently had ng 
. way fo proper to ſecure themſelves, as to herd and joya 
with the Interlopers : Upon this, Captain Kagpzr, with 
other Confederates, ſet up for themſclves; at Bomebay,z 
and under pretence, that onr Nation was together by: 
the Ears, and that the Company was in--Rebellion 
againſt His Majeſty , They declared for the Kingexclu- 
ſive tothe Company, Impriſoned the Companies: Depy- 
ty-Governour there , refuſed Obedience to the Com- 
panies Preſident ; Seized on the Companies Treaſare,, 
and took the Companies own Ships, Arming and Man- 
ning them againſt the Company, particularly the Hunter 
and Retwre , and ſome other ſmaller Ships, And- our 
Rivals in Trade took the advantage of dividing the 
Ergliſh Intereſt in b1die, which was not to be. let (lip, to- 
polieſs themſelves of *Bantam, and drove the Engliſh 
from thence, 

- Fhe like conſequences upon the Report and Sugge- 
ſtion- of the Interlopers, followed at St, Helena, where- 
almoſt the whole {land ran mto an open Rebelliqn, and: 
attempted to take the Companies Caſtle by force of. 
Arms; and by imitation of the Rebels at *Bombay, decla- 
red for the King 3 Set up the Union Flag, and with. Co- 


—_— — —_— - 


— 


T -1:9 1 
loyrs flying aſſaulted the Fort, ) But by Gods gaod Pro- 
videnice were prevented ; For had they ſucceeded there- 
in, not being able to maintain it themſelves without 
ſupport from Erglend, they muſt and would have: fold 
it to Foreigners, and run away with the Moneys to have 
ſecured themſelves, 

In *Bemgal , where the Companies Chief Trade was, 
the N(ebob or Governour, and thoſe under him, took 
the advantage of thoſe Reports, and the dividing of 
the Engliſh Intereſt in [xdia, to break all their agreements 
formerly made with the Company, and their Prede- 
ceſlors, and deprive them of all thoſe very great Privi- 
ledges, which the Exg/iÞ had fo long enjoyed under 
former ſtipulations z drew great ſums of Money 
from both Parties, by ſuch oppreſiive wayes of Vio- 
lence, Injuſtice, and open Hoſtility 3 as at another time, 
when the Cxg/ih were united under the prudent 
Condud of the Company, would not have been, nor 
never was before attempted ; Which they were encou- 
raged todo, becauſe the Interlopers, that they might 
carry on their Trade, ſubmitted to any Impoſitions the 
Moers would lay upon them, though never fo much 
more than the Company by their Agreements were 
bound to pay, 

The particulars of the Injuries ſuſtained , and of the 
ſeveral Sums of Money extorted from them, as they 
were then faithfully repreſented” by them, to His then 
Majeſty and Council, are too long here to incert: But 
ſych as they were, as together with the apprehenfion of 
looſing the whole Eng/; Intereſt in India, did io far pre+ 
vail-with His Majeſty, as to conſider what proper re- 
wedies to apply to ſuch an inevitable Miſchief , and 
made uſe of theſe two 3 The one, the ting the 
further Trade of Interlopers which had been the 
root of all the Miſchiefs; which He did by jfluing out 
his Proclamation to reſtrain _ and orderall the —_ 
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gliſh Nation in India , either to come home, or put them- 
ſelves in the ſervice of the Company , that the Erglifh 
Intereſt might not be divided, but w»7ted in one : And 
further, 4n order to the preventing fo great a Miſchief, 
and the better to countenance the Company in their 
proceedings, He ſent one of his own Ships of War into 
India, with Commiſſion to ſieze upon all Ergliſh Interlo- 
pers, that he could meet withal there. 

As to the Injuries, the Company ſuſtained, by the Na- 
tives taking away all their Priziledges , though never ſo 
firmly ſtipulated by former agreements (which certainly 
being once gone, could never be again recovered by 
Complements) and exafting from them feveral great 
Sums of Money : The Remedy pitched upon by His 
then Majeſty, was by direQting the Company to put 
themſelves in a poſture to right themſelves, and with- 
ſtand the like for the future 3 and to that end, granted 
them ſuch »ew *Powers, as were neceſſary for the carry- 
ing on ſo great a work, as appeareth by the ſupplements 
to their Charter , viz. The Ereting.of Courts of Admi- 
ralty in India in ſeveral places, and empowering all the 
Companies Ships, with. Commiſſions of War, from him- 
ſelf, who alſo had particular Power, Order, and Dire- 
Gion from His ſaid Majeſty, to ſeize all Interlopers in In- 
dia, and: compelithem by force of Arms, in cafe of refi- 
ftance,to. go up to-ſach places, where the Company had 
their Refidence and Garriſons, that ſo the Engliſh Inte- 
reſt might be no longer divided, which had been the 
Root of all. the Miſchief, to the hazzard of the loſs of 
the whole Trade. 

Purſuant to whoſe DireQion, and' empowered'by the 
Authority of their ſaid Soveraign, (which might very 
well be by them thought ſufficient for their Taſtifica: 
tion,. it being never yet queſtion'd, but that the *Pewer 
of making War and *Peace was veſted: in-the Crown:) 
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The Company wereat very great charges, in ſending out 
divers great Ships fitted with all manner of Warlike 
Proviſions, furniſhed with Land-Soldiers, in order firſt 
to reduce their own FaFories of * Bombay and St. Helena, 
which were then in Rebellion'z And afterwards by ap- 
pearing fo formidable, it might the better incline the 
eMoors to come to- an amicable agreement, with them, 
by reſtoring them their former Priviledges, which they 
had ſo unjuſtly deprived them of, and give them ſome 
fatisfation, for thoſe Extortions they had exerciſed up- 
on them 3 -which they were to endeavour firſt by all fair 
means imaginable. 

According to which, the Iſlands of * Bombay , and St. 
Helena were reduced ; and ſetled under the Govern- 
ment of the Company : Some of the Interlopers ſeized 
on by His Majeſties Ship the Phenix , Captain Thyrrel 
Commander. The Kings Proclamation iflued out, and 
proclaimed for all Eg/i/ſbmen to withdraw themſelves 
out of the Service of Foreign Princes, and to come in» 
to the Companies. Garriſons and. Reſidences, that fo the 
Engliſh Tatereſt might no-more be divided, and all ami- 
cable means. made. uſe of, to come to a. juſt agreement 
with the Natives :. Nor was there by the Company any 
Hoſtile A& committed(though thereunto ſufficiently pro-- 
voked, by many great and repeated injuries) until the: 
buſineſs which hapned at Hughly, wherein the e Moors 
were the Agreſſors, as doth appear by a particular Nar-- 
rative of the ſaid Attion,extratted out of the Companies: 
Letter, how that begun, which is as followeth, 


« The 28th of Ofober, 1686, At Hughly, 1n the Bay of 
« Bengal, Three ofthe Companies Souldicrs going intothe 
*« Buzar,. or Market place as uſual, to. purchaſe Victuals: 
* in. the Morning, were not-only denyed the ſame,. but. 


* were violently ſet upon by the Governours r_ 
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<- Sontdiers, were'ſorely beat and cut (of which, one 6f 


them dyed of his wounds then received,)then bound, 
and carryed Priſoners to Abdul Gunny, the Governour 


*. of tne place: The News of which, immediately arrived 


« 
* at the EngiifhFaQtory, in the faid Town of Hghly, in 
* theſe ferwvs, That twoCng/i;h men were ſer upon by the 
« Governours,Peons, or Souldiers,and were tely 
cut and wewded, and lay a dying in the Highway,Up- 
< onwhich Captain Lefbly was immediately ordered out 
* with” a Party, with Orders to bring in their Bodies 
&« dead or alive; es Whit tern 20 Man , ex- 
* cept they. were allaulted z Which they attempting to 
* do, were upon the way, ſet upon by a Body of Horſe 
« and Foot, in a Hoſtile manner, whom they received, 
< as Men not willing to be wanting in their own de- 
* fence; and after ſome skirmifh, put themto flight 5 
baving in the Engagement killed and wounded | 
* ral of them: The whole Town being immediately 
* upon this alarm'd, nar to ary -” = _ Hou- 
* ſes, which were neareſt the E , by which 
* many of the Companies Goods paced What 
followeth in the faid Narrative, is but a further proſe- 
cution of repeated Aﬀts of War and Hoſtility, each againſt 
the other ; And it being not the intent of this Diſcourſe, 
to give you a full Hiſtery of the War, (which o_ 
hereafter may be done by another hand ) andthe pro- 
ceedings in it , but only the true occaſions of the F7& of 
it, I thought it needle to carry 1t on further 5; fo much 
of it as is here inſerted , being faftcient to give yau a 
true account how it began, Whereby it appeareth, That 
the Moors were the firft Aggreſſors, and the firſt Blood 
fhed in this War, was by them. , | 
Thus having in as contrated a manner as | could, 
give you an account of the Origine of the War : Which 
[ do aſſure the Reader, i done with all faithfalne _ 
truth, 
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truth, ſo far as T was enabled, by all the Light I could 
gather our of the Companies Records ; either as to their 
Proceedings here, or their advices from India: 1 do 
ſubmit the whole to your peruſal and Judgment, and do 
appeal to the. reaſon of every impartial Man, whither 
upon the fame, theſe following particalars are not plain- 
ly, rightly, and truly to be inferred. 

Firſt, That the Company did for many years, from 
its Eſtabliſhment , until about the Year 1680, enjoy 
their Trade, by vertue of their Charters at home, and 
their agreexents. with the lndians abroad, without 
any moleſtation, and with all Peace and good agree- 
ment, with the Perſons with whom they traded. 
That the faid Company were now neceſlitated to 
defend themſelves by Arms, from the many Injuries 
dayly done unto them,and to endeavour thereby the 
regaining of thoſe *Priviledges, which both they, and 
thei Predeceſfors had foilong enjoyed, by verte of 
formal Stipulations and Agreements, ſolemnly made 
and agreed to, between the Indians and the Engliſh. 

/F hat, the ſole occaſion of the depriving them of 

. their Prjviledges., and putting ſuch: exactions-upon, 
them, by the #:« » and'conſcquemtly of the War 
for regaining them, was the [nterlopers breaking in 
upon them in their Trade, thereby dividing the Ex- 
gliſh Intereſt in India, which rendred them contempti- 
ble in the eſteem of the Natives, and incouraged them 
to do. them thoſe Injuries 3 ſo that ſome of thoſe 
"Perſons, who now ſo muchexclaim againſt that War, 
were the fole occaſion of it. 

That the Encouragements, the Companies Servants, 
received from the Interlopers, and the advantages they 
made by joyning with them, was the fole occaſion of 
the twa Reballions tn the Iſlands. of Bombay , Fr St. 
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Helena, and conſequently of the vaſt charge the Com- 
pany was at, and the bloodſhed that was fpilt in re- 
gaining of them. 

That the Company being ſo put upon a neceſſity 
of defending and righting themſelves by Arms, did 
not do it unadviſedly, but did in all humility addreſs . 
themſclves to their then Soveraign, in whoſe Perſon 
it was alwayes believed the right of making Wer and 
Peace, was veſted, and took not only his Approba- 
tion, bat his DireCtions and Authority therein, teſtified 
by the I»ſtruGions for the War, and granting Comr- 
eniſ/ions of War to all the Captains, which went out in 
the Companies Service, and ſending one of His Royal 
Ships in that Service, 

That notwithſtanding the many Trjuries received 
by the Company , the exaFing and taking away from 
them ſeveral great Sums of Morey, and breaking their 
folemn agreements made by them, with the preſent 
Company, and their Predeceſlors, in depriving them 
of their 'Priviledges enjoyed ſo long time by vertue 
of the ſaid agreements : The Company did commit no 

. A@of Heſtility, until the Indians had made them- 
ſelves the Agreſſors in ſhedding the firſt Bloodſhed in 
this War, in the buſineſs of Hughly. 


The foregoing particulars being ſo clearly and ra- 
tionally to be inferred, fromthe true account which hath 
been given above of the iſe of the War, I ſhall only 
add, the great and many Endeavours, and Attempts , 
which the Company hath made, ſince the firſt Eruption 
of the War, to the attainment of a wiſhed for "Peace, 
That ſoit may appear, That asthe Company were by ne- 
ceſlity,and not willingly engaged in the faid War, ſothey 
are moſt willing and defirous of a Peace 3 as i evident, 
by the ſeveral attempts they have made thereunto : As 
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firſt, After the unhappy Eruption at Hughly, there was 
made a ceſſation of Arms, in order to. an accommodati- 
on; but it proved inetteQual through the deceitfulneſs 
of the Moors ; Afﬀer that, in the ſaid Bay of Bergala, 
there was a perfef Peace made between the Ezgliſh, and 
the Moorsz The particular Articles thereof being in 
number Twelve, were ſent to the Company 3 But the 
Moors as ſoon as they had attained their ends upon the 
Company, in getting them to quit their Fort, they moſt 
perfidiouſly receded from their agreements, and broke 
It, 

Since that, There hath been made two ſeveral 4- 
greements with the N(abob , or Governour of Surrat ; 
and an aſſurance by him of the great Mogu/'s ratificati- 
on But when the Council at Surrat, upon Summons, 
came to receive the. Mogul's Ratification , according to 
the ſaid Agreement, they were made Priſoners, and at 
the ſame time, A Detachement of Horſe and Foot ſent to 
ſurpriſe the General and Council at Swaly : And much 
about the ſame time, Another Army ſent to ſurprize 
"Bombay, which they apprehended, might eaſily be done 
in the Generals abſence. So that it was no ſham upon 
the Nation, as by ſome is ſuggeſted, for the Company 
to give out, that the Peace was made in [ndia; for ac- 
cording to their Advices they received from thence, 
which they muſt govern themſelves by,[t wasreally made, 
and on account of the very Articles upon which it was 
made, was ſent to-them - But who could foreſee, that 
the Moors would make no other uſe of thoſe Agree- 
ments, than thereby to make the General more ſecure, 
and leſs mindful ; while in the mean time, in a moſt 
treacherousmanner, they plotted his deſtruction 3 And 
when their Plots had not taken thoſe Effetts they de- 
ſigned, they moſt perfidiouſly fell from their Agree- 
ment. . 


When the laſt Letters came from "Bombay, which 
E bore 
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bore date the'gth; and 16th of 1689. The Gune- 
ral had again condeſcended to a Coſatdon of - Arms, in 
order toa Peace, which he would with all his Induſtry 
endeavour to obtain , and was the better in hopes of it, 
by reaſon of an Information, he had juſt then received 
from one Sheck Elraim, that he was cotning to him with 
a Lerter, directed to him from the great 'Mogu/ himſelf, 
(a refpe& with them moſt extraordinary) but whether 
they will be more realin this Treaty, than they were in 
the former, or only as then, pretend an inclination ro 
Peace with the General, that they may the better de- - 
ſtroy him by War: Time , and our next Advices from 
thence muſt diſcover. This is true, That in this-po- 
ſture, and under a Ceflation of Arms, in order to an 
Accommodation, things ſtood when our aft Advices 
came from thence, which I pray God may anſwer the 
Companies ExpeQation in a firm and Peace- For 
certainly it cannot be ſuppoſed, much kf believed; even 
by their- Adverfarics themſelves ; That the Company 
ſhould in the leaſt deftre the contmuance of the War, 
and not be. willing to make all poſlible'Condeſcentions, 
for the obtaining a Peace 3 Since: no one can teceive 
more prejudice by the War, nor nohe resp.greater ad- 
vartage by the Peace, thn the prefent Company (and 
Intereſt, you know, will not lie.) Though the Ad- 
verfarices of the Company do make uſe of this amongſt 
other their Calutmnies, That the Company do needlefly 
continue the War,” and not uſe their endeavours for the 
obtaining of a Peace, and yet, at the ſame rime, by pub- 
liſhing to the World, in the Preamble to their new Sub- 
ſeriftions , that the Company ſhould be obliged by A# 
of *Parliament, to purchaſe a Peace, havedone as much 
as in them lyerh, to render it next door to-an'impothbi- 
lity ever toohtain it 3 which will come to be confider'd, 
amongſt thoſe Obſervations, which ſhall be made _— 
me 
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ſome of. the pardulars of .the ſaid Preamble : And this 
is what at preſent I think firfficient to anſwer to that Ca- 
lumpy, ſo ioduſtriouſly. ſpread abroad by the Enemies of 
the preſent Company, that They did begin the War in 
India, not out of neceflity,put capricioutly ; aud have, 
and do continne it wiltully. | 

 _ Having thus. (as briefly as I well could) anſwered 
the main and molt plaulible Objections againſt the pre- 
ſent Eaſt-India Company, by which their Adverſaries 
endeavoured to render them ſo odious to the World, 
It may not be amils in the cloſe of this Diſcourſe, to con- 
ſider a little, the *Preamble to their new Subſcription, by 
them lately Printed and Publiſhed. 

Not to enlarge upon the boldneſs of the Attempt in 
General, which hath been hinted at already : As for theme 
to Ere&, as it were 4 new Company, before ever the 
matter was come intocither of the Two Houſes of Par- 
liament; Or, That any of them had voted , There 
ſhould be one : And , Not only ſo , but to take upon 
them to dictate to the whole Legiſlative Power of Eng- 
land, King, Lord, and Commons , the wery terms of an 
Ad to be by them paſſed, (or elle their Subſcriptions 
ſignifi nothing -)W hich is as much as to ſay, If we may 
have a new Company upon our own Terms, we will; 
but if not, we will have oze : And that which is yet a 
farther degree of preſumption, they do publiſh to the 
World. That .they ; have. received aſſurance, That ſuch 
an Ad fball be paſſed , coen- before the things are come 
into the Houſe of Commons, by a report from their own 
Committee. To-come to the Preamble it (elf: Where- 
in maybe taken notige of the dilipgenuity of the "Pre- 
face , and the anreaſorableneſs of the Terws by them 
preſcribed.to the" Parliament ; For ſhould the Parlia- 
ment comply with the Terms by them propoſed , or pre- 
ſcribed rather, It would be fo far from promoting the 
E 2 Peace 
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Peace they feem ſo-much to defire, as that it wonld'in- 
fallibly obſtru it.” In the *Preface, they are pleaſed to 
fay, That the Committee of the Honourable Houſe of Cone- 
tons, did declare their Opinion, That the beft way of ma- 
naging the Eaſt-India TyadeSts, by -a new Company, with 
a new Fort Stock to be Eſtabliſhed by AﬀF of Parliament. 
And it is'ſo for Trath; but it is not the whole Truth ; 
For they moſt difingeniouf]y, leave out the latter part of 
the ſaid Vote, (which is, That the preſent Company be 
continued excluſive 'to Interlopers, and ail *Permiſſroe Ships, 
antil the jaid AG of *Parkiament be paſſed, ) as not tor 
their Turn, and wholly inconſiſtent with thetr preſent 
Undertaking 3 for it being in Terminis , that the prefer t 
Company ſhould be continued until the ſaid AG of Par - 
liamert was paſſed, it doth wholly exclude the EreCting 
of a New Company until that be done. And what is 
the publiſhing their "Preamble, conſiſting amongſt other 
things, of the Term of their preſent Conſtitution, and 
fature Government of their new Company, and ap- 
pointing when, and how - their Governour and Com- 
mittees ſhould be Elefed; their ſabferibig ſeveral 
Sums of Moneys, and appointing when, and how their 
Subſcriptions ſhould be paid in, and propounding Inte- 
reſt ro ſuch, as ſhall timely pay m their Money : I fay, 
What is all this, but as much as in them lieth , the Ere- 
Ging a new Company, ' during the continuance of the 
Old 3 and conſequently contrary to the Vore of the faid 
Committees 3 fo that in ſtead of waiting the Iflue of the 
Parliaments Determination : They by way of preven- 
tion, EreQt their New Company to the deſtruction of the 
Old, which is quite contrary to the ſenſe of the Vote of 

the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 
The Onreaſonableneſs , if not Injuſtice of their Terars 
hereby appear, in that they do require the Parliament 
to oblige by an A; the preſent Company to make on 
e 
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the demands of the Subjefts of the great /Hognl, and 
King of Sy«m, before it be ſo much as enquir'd into, much 
leſs known, of what Nature the" ſaid demands are, whe- 
ther for Debts contratted for Goods bought, or Goods 
taken by the Company Flagrante Bello, by way of Re-. 
priſal, for the Goods of the Company by them ſeized in 
the Compauies FaQoties : But taking it for granted , 
without any Examination of matter of Fact , that this 
preſent Company have bin the Ydgrefſors 3 they would 
have by Act of Parliament, the Company be obliged to 
make good, whatever the Subjects of either of theſe two 
Princes ſhould demand. If they do reply, they do limit 
« to Debts and Demands that are juſt : In that caſe, I 
would deſire to be informed , Who ſhould adjuſt 
the Account ? Should the Subjects of the Great Moge!, 
and King of Syaw? it may be prefumed , Fhat they 
would demand enough ; eſpecially knowing before 
hand (as without doubt they would be well inform'd) 
that the Company are under an Obligation by Act of 
Parliament, to comply with their Demands. Or ſhould 
| the preſent Company adjuſt the Account ? that on the 
other hand would be thought to be done partially for 
themſelves. Or, Shculd the Account be ftated and ad- 
juſteq by Commiſſioners choſen reſpettively by the faid 
Princes and the Company ? How can that well be,when 
there is no room left. for ſuch an indifferent adjuſtment ? 
that AQ being once paſſed : For how can it be ſuppo- 
ſed, there can be an equitaþÞle Arbitrament, where the * 
one Party is at liberty to demand what they pleaſe, and 
the other Party previouſly bound up to comply with 
their Demands : Or, Should the New Company depute 
Perſons to adjuſt the ſaid Demands ? it may reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed in that caſe, That thoſe who- without cauſe, 
bave fo induſtriouſly endeavoured the ruin of the pre- 
ſent Company, in a matter of that Nature , will not be 
very favourable to their juſt Intereſt. Nor 
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Nor is it leſs unjuſt, Thatithey fix the Daworgge (if 

any ſuch ſhould be due from the Company) as they da, 
to be made good by the Perjors , and out of the Eſtate 
of the Managers thereof : Whereas, It is well known to 
every one that knoweth-any thing ofthe Company, that 
the Company being a Joynt Stack, and the Court of 
Committees, who are the Managers thereof ; being ge- 
nerally many of them, as much if not more concerned 
in the Joynt Stock than others, are a»maly choſen by 
the Generalty 3 and by them intruſted with the ma- 
nagement thereof, are not lyable, either in Law or Equi- 
ty in their own Perſons and Eſtates, to any Adtion for 
any thing done by them in the management of that their 
Truſt ; For if they were, it is not reaſonable to be ſup- 
poſed, that any one would take upon him ſuch an Em- 
ployment, where the Hazzard of any Miſcarriage ſhould 
be hisz and the profit ariſing by ſuch ſucceſs, ſhould ac- 
crue to the Joynt Stock. Belides the Court of Commit- 
teesconfiſteth of divers Men, choſen fome one year, and 
{ome another ; ſo that after that rate , thoſe who came 
in one year, may thereby be anſwerable for the miſma- 
nagement of thoſe, who were in before z a thing altoge- 
ther unjuſt and unreaſonable : Nor is it to be ſuppoſed, 
that thoſe: who are the EreFers of this mew Joynt Stock, 
would themſelves think this reaſonable to be one of the . 
terms of its Conſtitution :' That their Committees. choſen 
for 'its management, ſhould be lyable in their own *Per- 
ſons and Eſtates, to anſwer, for all eMiſcarriages which 
fhould accrue to it , during the time of their being of 
the ſame ; For if they had, they would have certainly 
put it in, as as ane of their terms in their Preamble, which 
they have no ways done. 

The next thing obſervable 1n their Preamble is, That 
they would have the Parliamentto enalt , That the pre- 
ſent Stock ſhould defray the Charge of making "Peace 

| with 
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with the ſaid Indian Princes: And certain it is, That no- 
one who ever deſired Peace in {zdia, as they ſeem to 
pretend to , took ſuch a prepoſterous way to the at- 
tainment of it : Can it otherwiſe be believed. Then that 
thoſe [ndien Princes (if they ſhould once cometo the 
Knowledge , of ſuch an Obligation laid upon the Com- 
pany,to buy their Peace with them, ) would ſet a vaſt 
Price upon it ? They are httle acquainted with India, 
and the avaritious temper of their Princes in general, 
that think otherwayes. And the preſent Stock, and their 
new Stock added to it, would not be able to buy a 
Peace with them 3 they knowing (as certainly they 
would even by the Information, of ſome of the new 
Company,) that the Company were previouſly obli- 
ged to purchaſe it ofthem 3 nor could they have taken 
a more certain way to prevent it, than they have done 
by publiſhing ſach a Propofition tothe World : And it 
is to be wiſhed, Thar the publiſhing ſuch a Notion , 
though it never take effect, do not become a great ob- 
ſtruction to the making of it, or if already made, be not 
an encouragement to the Moors to break it. 

It is certain, That no Perſons have greater reaſon to 
deſire a Peace in India, )as whoſe Intereſt doth more lead 
them to it,) than the preſent Company : And it is as cer- 
tain, That they will do what becometh Prudent Men 
and Perſons ſo much concern'd for the attainment of it, 
even to the parting with much of their right : But the 
quickeſt and moſt effeua] way for the obtainingluch a 
Bleſſing, is, That the preſent Company be ſupported, 
and not diſcountenanced by the preſent Government 
for without that, all their Endeavours will prove inctic- 
Qual. 

What remaineth in the Preamble, relateth more im- 
mediately to their own New Eſtabliſhment 3 in which, 
Tho' many things may juſtly be objeCted again(t,yer nor 
con- 


the intention of this Diſcourſe 3 Only the deſign of their 
whole Projed; by its ſeveral Circumſtances, may clear - 
ly appear to all ſuch, as ſhall bur ſeriouſly confider it, to 
be, to oblige the Parliazert, as much as in them lay, by 
the Enconragement of a New Subſcription to deſtroy 
the preſent Company, otherwayes their Subſcripti 

; pony 


would not have binſo conditionally annexed to 'Y 


© whichthey themſelves could not expe, That the Wiſ- 
dom and Juſtice-of the Nation aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment, would ever aſſent to : And fo at the ſame time, 
they: hoped to.attain their End 3 which was to to preju- 
dice the preſent Company, without running any Haz- 
zard of parting with their Money : But the preſent Com- 
pany have other Thoughts of the Wiſdom of the Nation, 
aſſembled in Parliament : And as they have, ſo they will 
2lwayes be ready to ſubmit themſelves to the Wiſdom 
and Juſtice of that Auguſt Aſſembly 3 not doubting, but 
when they come to weigh things ſeriouſly in their De- 
bates, they ſball receive ſach Encouragement from them, 
as the neeeſlity of preſerving ſo Important a Trade to 
the Nation, doth require. * + 
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